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Chapter 33
MRITYUNJAYA
At the request of Bharadwaja, Romasa began to tell the story
of Mrityunjaya :
Once upon a time there existed a city called
Dharmapraja on the banks of the river Kowsiki at the foot
of the Himalayas. This city was ruled by a king named
Mrityunjaya, son of Yamadhwaja. The king was a devotee
of Siva. He ruled his kingdom well. One day a great sage
Raikwa was waiting at the entrance of the palace. He was
very hungry and expected the king to receive him and offer
food.
Unfortunately the king did not notice the presence of
the sage, took his meals and fell asleep. After waiting for
a long time, the sage asked the gate keeper to inform the
king about his waiting for food. Accordingly the servant
went inside and found the king fast asleep. He was placed
in a dilemma between a hungry sage outside and a sleeping
king inside the palace. As soon as he noticed the king turning
in the bed he ventured to inform him about the holy man.
The king was upset for being disturbed, scolded the servant
for his indiscretion and asked him to turn away the sage.
The poor servant deplored that it was a hard job to serve
others; and to serve a king was to do acrobat on the sharp
edge of a long sword. He narrated what had transpired
and requested the sage to seek food elsewhere. The holy
man became very angry and remarked that a busy king
should not neglect his duties and should not sleep during
day time. He cursed that the king would soon lose his
kingdom as well as his kith and kin and wander in forest
for twelve years in hunger and despair.
Soon the king woke up to hear the curse and was
frightened. He sent for his purohit and consulted him. The
purohit was very sorry for the king and told him that there